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and disgraceful statute,' a 'miserable medley of royal favour and penal legislation, gracious charters and terrific praemunires.1 So much for the lawyers. A couple of legislators, Mr. Alexander Baring2 and Mr. Hobhouse,3 who had raised their voices in the House of Commons in condemnation of the prevalent mania, are handled with even more severity; and in one sweeping indictment they and all the other assailants of the mining companies are charged with ' supporting their anathemas by statements which are so utterly unfounded that they might make mendacity blush and so awfully ridiculous that they might make folly grave.' Finally, and not without a certain insight and prescience, the Legislature is invited to deal with, the subject of joint stock companies, though not in a hostile spirit, but with the purpose of recognising their existence and making them ' amenable to the law of which under the present system they are forced to be independent.'
Whether that policy will be pursued [our pamphleteer concludes with becoming gravity] it is not for us to divine. These sentiments come not from one who sits in Eoyal Councils, or mingles in the assemblies of legislative wisdom, but they come from one who has had some opportunity of investigation, some patience for inquiry, whose opinions are unbiased by self-interest, and uncontrolled by party influence, who, whatever may be the result will feel some satisfaction, perchance some pride, that at a time when warring and inconsistent councils were occasioning the very L-uin whio.h they affected to deprecate, when Ignorance was tlie ready slave of Interest, and Truth was deserted by those who should have been her stoutest champions, there was at leant one .attempt to support sounder principles, and inculcate a wiser policy.
A third pamphlet in the series was issued by Murray on 'The Present State of Mexico'; but it was in the
1 Tho Act, or so much of it  as related to joint stock companies, was,   on  the   initiative   of   the   Government,   repealed  later  in  the Session of Parliament.
2 Afterwards the 1st Lord Ashlmrton.
8 John Cam Hobhouae, the friend of Byron, afterwards Lord Broughton.
